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Gentile,  and  others;  Fascist institutions  changed sometimes
according to the persons who had charge of them.
The account that follows is meant primarily to give a picture
of the state of education in Italy under the Fascist regime. If
what has been said above is true the temptation to identify
education in Fascist Italy with Fascist education should be
resisted. In order to avoid this delusion it is necessary to know
some facts about the state of education and the developments
in educational institutions during the half-century preceding
Fascism; it is also indispensable to be acquainted with the
educational problems discussed and the solutions visualized in
the first two decades of this century. It will then be easier to
estimate what Fascism meant for this most important aspect of
Italian life, and to draw the line between the several factors,
traditional and new, which might have come into being even
without the Fascist regime, and the other factors which pre-
supposed the uprising of 1919 to 1922 and the totalitarian
state.
This book was partly written before the fall of Fascism, and
finished before any direct source of information on what hap-
pened in Italy during the war was accessible. The situation is at
present necessarily confused. If the process of de-Fascistization
going on now in the freed part of the country continues and is
accepted by the whole of the new Italy, many aspects here
described will be quickly obliterated. They will, however,
remain in the background of the mind of this generation and of
the educational and social institutions. The tragic fate that
befell Gentile, killed by partisans in Florence for supporting
Fascism beyond any hope or by Fascists for not supporting it
enough, and the death sentence pronounced in their absence by
the Republican Fascist court of Northern Italy against the two
other Fascist school reformers, De Vecchi and Bottai, are facts
which have hardly anything to do with the future of the reforms
they promoted or sponsored. What was condemned in them was
their political attitude in a moment of crisis, not the work done
by or through them in past years. No such summary judgement
is being passed by the present rulers on the whole educational
system left behind by Fascism. They seem to be guided in their
work by the recognition of the difference between Fascist educa-
tion and education in the Fascist period.
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